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CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL EARNS INITIAL
ACCREDITATION FROM REGIONAL BODY

PROVIDENCE, R.I. (Monday, December 12, 2011) — Superintendent Susan F. Lusi and
Central High School Principal John Hunt formally announced today that Central has achieved
initial accreditation by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC). The
accreditation, which is valid for 10 years, requires a rigorous self-study process and multi-day
site visit. All told, the process takes about three years and involves hundreds of individuals —
students, parents, community partners, administrators, teachers, and other building staff, both
instructional and in support roles.

“The benefit of this accreditation comes not only from the external stamp of approval by
NEASC,” said Lusi, “but more importantly, it signifies that the school has taken a deep look
at its own practices in an honest and reflective way. The rigor of the self-study process can
yield some tremendous insights for those who participate, and these insights ultimately benefit
the school community and its continuous improvement.”

Mayor Angel Taveras sent along his congratulations to the Central leadership, staff and
students. “NEASC accreditation is a credential recognized and respected regionally and
nationally in K-12 and higher education,” said Taveras, “and NEASC has highlighted
numerous areas to be commended at Central. This is a true credit to the entire Central High
School community to have earned this distinction.”

Central began preparation for its accreditation in the 2008-09 school year by examining
rubrics and other artifacts in an informal start to the reflective process. The school’s staff then
undertook a deep self-study from September 2009 through December 2010, submitting a full
report to NEASC shortly after. A visiting team of 16 evaluators then spent several days in
March 2011 at the school, walking the halls, shadowing students, observing classes,
examining student work, holding group meetings and interviewing dozens of staff, students,
parents and community members.

Both the self-study and the site visit focused on seven Standards for Accreditation as laid out
by NEASC’s Commission on Public Secondary Schools:

Teaching and Learning Standards

Core Values, Beliefs, and Learning Expectations
Curriculum

Instruction

Assessment of and for Student Learning

Support of Teaching and Learning Standards
e School Culture and Leadership



e School Resources for Learning
e Community Resources for Learning

With Central’s initial accreditation, all but Providence’s two newest high schools are
accredited by NEASC. The newer schools, Alvarez High School and Providence Career and
Technical Academy, soon will be entering their own accreditation processes. And the William
B. Cooley health and science technology small learning community at The Juanita Sanchez
Complex will apply in the spring for accreditation as a small learning community to
supplement the accreditation carried into the merger of two schools by the Providence
Academy of International Studies side.

For more information on NEASC, an accrediting body for K-12 and higher education, visit
WWW.Neasc.org.
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